Toledo State Hospital Old Cemetery (1888-192%

is located on the north side of Arlington Avenuel
west of South Detroit Avenue, immediately bef
Bowsher High School, with over 900 burials.

Toledo State Hospital New Cemetery (1922973)
is located on the University Of Toledo Heal
Science Campus, East of East Campus D
between the creek and the Brest Drive neighborl
fence, with over 1,000 burials

Tax deductible donains are welcomed, and may
made to NAMI of Greater Toledo, noting 'T¢
Cemetery Reclamation Project' on the subject
Send to 2753 W. Central Ave Toledo, Oh 43606

Volunteers are needed to assist with ceme
restoration, memorial development, paiby, and
fundraising. Contact NAMI for more information |
the many ways individuals and groups can bec
involved.

For information on burial listings, contact Northst/
Ohio Psychiatric Hospital (previously known
Toledo State Hospital) at 419-38881, or the Ohi;
Historical Society.
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On January 6, 1888, the Toledssylum for the
Insane first opened its doors to persomho cam
from throughout the greater Northwest Ohio aaiad
beyond For those admitted, this frequently me
hospitalization for a lifetime. df some, when dea
finally came, days, months, or even years ¢
admission, it meant burial in one ofethAsylum
cemeteries at what later became known as Tc¢
State Hospital.

Today, nearly two thousand people rest forgotte
graves unnoticed by all who pass. Snmalmberec
grave markers were long ago covered by dirt
grass, but efforts to locate anaise the markers a
on-going.

The two state hospital cemeteries were in active
for an 85year period between June of 1888
November of 1973. The 1,994 people who rest t
today have much to teach us about the periods gl
which they lived.

A committee working under the auspices thie
National Alliance for the Mentally Il (NAMI) o
Greater Toledojs working with The University ¢
Toledo and the Ohio Department of Mental He
towards the goal of establishing a memoriahtmor
those vino were buried in the Toledo State Hosf
Cemeteries. They lived and were hospitalideding
a time when treatment for behavioral disordess in
its infancy. It is through them that society caoHl

back and see the great strides made in the treatmen

of mental and physical illnesses over the past
years. Acknowledging their historis one stej
forward in treating all thoseith mental illness witl
the respect and dignity that they deserve.

Confidential documents are available that matches
with all the numbered markers in the cemeteries,
also provide some suppfental information. Th
people of the Toledo State Hospital Cemete
represent all walks of life. Even relatively m
behavioral problems could result in admission dy&
time when treatments, community services
advocacy organizations were limited. Phys
illnesses with a poor prognosis, such as, tubescy
syphilis, arteriosclerosis, Huntington's choread
meningitis were also grounds for hospitalizatiom
addiion, persons with developmental delays, epile
brain injuries and addictions made up a portior
those admitted to the state hospital. Agkted
behavioral changes were another cause for admis
with the state hospital often substituting as dleski
nursing facility. Records indicate that many obgé
interred in the Toledo State Hospital Cemeteriese
admitted for the first tir at the age of 60 or olc.

Veterans: Known veterans buried in the cemete
date as far back as the Civil War, and also incloole-
Civil War, World War |, World War I, and peace &
veterans. Documentation of military service stg
especially in the early years of the hospital, wéen
limited to those persons who were @bio identify
themselves as veterans. It is likely that o
unidentified and unrecognized veterans are present.

John Does: Five people were buried witha
identification. Mental retardation, physical #&iss,
dementia or psychosis may have caubede persons
be unable to speak or identify themselves. One
remained unidentified throughout his 38 'y
hospitalization.

Children: There are a total of seven stillbc
infants buried in the cemeteries, including a
of twins. Several otheir mothers, who wel
patients at the time of birth, have been identi
by matching names, the mother's age, and 1
of hospitalization. Children as young as 9 w
occasionally admitted to the state hospital du
behavioral problems, running aywaand ever
physical illness.  Some, including childr
admitted at the ages of 13, 14, and 15, are ar
those represented in the cemeteries.

Race and Nationality: Available record:
identify approximately 7% of those in t
cemeteries as African Amedn. Alsc
represented are people of Native Americ
Hispanic, European, Asian and Middle Eas
decent. The great immigration of the 2
century is reflected in the 238 people knowr
have originated from one of the 28 count
represented in the cemeteries.

Religion: The largest group identified |
religion is Protestant. In addition, there are

persons identified as Roman Catholic, and 1
Greek Orthodox. Two persons are identifiec
Jewish. Also listed under religion is a Seve
Day Adventist, Spiritualist, Christian Scienti
Quaker, and a member of the Salvation Army.

Family Connections: Several sets of spous
siblings and parentshildren have bee
identified, but because burials occurred
sequential order of death, famitgembers wer
not buried together.

Occupation: The jobs held by state hospi
patients before their admission many tir
reflected the time period in which they live
such as blacksmith, peddler, cobbler, ¢
builder, glass blower and cart maker. @th
examples of jobs included nurse, mas
engineer, electrician, farmer, firems
salesperson, plumber and piano tuner.




